YMCA OF EASTERN UNION COUNTY
FIVE POINTS BRANCH

YDAY GAMP

We build strong kids, strong families, strong communities.

SUMMER CAMP 2010
PARENT HANDBOOK



Our Mission

The YMCA of Eastern Union County is a community based organization rooted in Christian
principles and committed to building healthy lives through programs that strengthen the spirit,
mind and body for people of all ages, religions and cultures.

Program Goals

Promote YMCA Character Values: Caring, Honesty, Respect, Responsibility.
Develop a sense of belonging in each child.

Provide a safe, secure atmosphere .

Help each child grow personally.

Encourage parent input and participation.

Develop specific skills in children.

Have fun!
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Our Staff

Our staff is lead by a YMCA Director with a background in childcare programs. All staff must
successfully complete a background check, drug test and reference checks prior to being hired.
Many staff are college students and all have experience working with children. Staff must also
attend extensive staff training, including a Child Abuse Prevention course. All Camp Directors and
Assistant Directors are CPR and First Aid Certified. All aquatics staff are lifeguard, CPR and First

Aid Certified.

Session Dates Weekly Theme
June 28th-July 2nd Passport to Summer Fun
July 5th-July 9th Wild Wild West

July 12th-July 16th

Outrageous, Loud and Crazy

July 19th-July 23rd

Blast from the Past

July 26th-July 30t

Ooey Gooey and Slimy Too!

August 2rd-August 6th

Lost in Space

August 9th-August 13t

Great Outdoor Adventure

August 16th-August 20t

Splish Splash!

August 23rd-August 27t

Thrills and Chills

August 30th-September 3rd

Until we meet again...

Camp Hours and Fees (per session):

Fun at Four (9am-12pm): $105
Kinder Camp (9am-5pm): $205
*Traditional Camp (9am-5pm): $205
*Splash Camp (9am-5pm): $245
*LLT (9am-5pm): $160
Teen Adventure (Bam-5pm): $325
*3-Day Traditional Camp (9am-5pm) $140
*Weekly Trip: $10
Extended Care Available
Pre Camp (7am-9am) $25
Post Camp (5pm-6:30pm) $25
Pre and Post Camp $45




Camp Options

Discovery Camp (Entering Grades 1-2)

This camp is the perfect introduction for first time and/or younger campers as it is designed to
supplement your child’s early learning and development process. Campers will participate in fun-
filled activities including: water and outdoor play, arts & crafts, instructional swimming, group play
and special events.

Explorer Camp (Entering Grades 3-5)

Campers will enjoy outdoor activities designed specifically for this age group. With quality
leadership, campers will have the opportunity to participate in different areas of interest including:
Arts & Crafts, Field Trips, Sports, Painting, Jewelry Making, Clay Creations, Instructional &
Recreational Swimming, and Special Events.

Adventure Camp (Entering Grades 6-8)

Campers will engage in outdoor activities, exploration, environmental study, scavenger hunts,
recreational & instructional swimming, field trips and special events. This camp will keep
participants busy, while providing them with opportunities to meet new friends and learn
important life skills.

Leaders In Training (Entering Grades 9-10)
Leaders in Training (L.I.T) have the best of both worlds: The opportunity to take ownership of their

summer, while receiving leadership experience in mentoring our younger campers. L.I.T's will
participate in a variety of activities including: team building, problem solving, communication skills,
behavior management, and recreational planning and implementation. L.I.T’s will spend part of
their time planning activities with peers and counselors, and part of their time teamed with an
experienced counselor, learning firsthand the joys and responsibilities of being a Y leader.

Note: All potential L..T’s must complete an application and have a personal interview with the
Camp Director. Applications may be picked up at the Welcome Center. For more information,
please contact Danielle Bair at (908) 688-9622 x230 or dbair@ymcaeuc.org

Splash Camp (Entering Grades 1-5)

Learning to swim is a life necessity safety skill. During Splash Camp, campers will enjoy a minimum
of two hours of swimming each day. Children will learn swimming skills, water safety, and will
participate in various water sports. Every Friday is fun with water day in which campers play
water games. Splash Camp is supervised by the Aquatics Director. Campers will be monitored by
certified lifeguards and taught by trained YMCA Swim Instructors.

Teen Adventure Camp (Entering Grades 7-9)

This camp is designed specifically for teens who want to make the most of their summer. Campers
will partake in an unforgettable summer, while continuously learning, experiencing, and making
new friends. Three days out of each week will filled with field trips to amusement parks, sporting
events, local attractions, and other exciting destinations. Wednesdays and Fridays, campers will
stay home at the branch, enjoying the pool, ggmnasium, field grounds, and much more!



Before Camp Begins

Registration
Parents must complete all registration paperwork prior to child’s admission into the program. Due

to state regulations, this paperwork must be submitted yearly including the medical form
completed by the parent or the child’s physician.

Membership Fee

All participants are required to be members of the YMCA. The Annual Membership fee is $75 per
child for a Basic Program Membership. Please check with the Welcome Center regarding
membership privileges and joiner’s fees.

Registration Fee
There is a $25 registration fee per family for processing

Deposit and Balance of Fees
A $30 non-refundable deposit per child, per session is required with registration. The balance of
the camp fee is due two weeks prior to the first day of the session your child is attending.

Late Payment Fee

Session fees are due two weeks prior to the start of the camp session. The YMCA will not send a bill,
so please keep record of the payment dates as a reminder. Payments made after this time will be
assessed a $25 late fee. Children will not be permitted to attend camp if a balance remains. Ifa
balance is not paid two weeks before the session, the child’s spot may be give to someone else if
there is a waiting list.

Returned Check Fee
There will be a $25 fee for all checks returned by the bank of insufficient funds. If a check is
returned, all future payments but be made with cash or credit card.

Refund Policy

In order for the Five Points Branch to keep our fees as low as possible, we are unable to give
refunds if your child does not atten camp. Refunds will only be give if the YMCA finds it necessary
to cancel a camp.




While At Camp

What to Bring to Camp
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Lunch - Daily, all campers must bring a lunch, including a drink. Microwave and
refrigerator not available. No glass containers. Please label all food items and containers
clearly with first and last name.

v Snacks - We offer two snack times throughout the day. Once in the morning and another in
the afternoon. Please send your child with 2 snacks and drinks daily.

v Clothing - Campers should wear comfortable, weather appropriate clothing and sneakers.
All clothing should be labeled with the camper’s name.

v Swimsuits and Towel: Swimsuit should be worn under clothes on Fridays to help with
changing. (Discovery Camp will swim each morning and swimsuit can be worn under
clothes every day.) Towels, dry clothes, and a plastic bag for wet swimsuit should be kept in
a labeled tote bag or backpack.

v Sunscreen - Please send your camper with sunscreen as we spend a lot of time outdoors.

v" Water Bottles - Campers may want to bring a water bottle each day for extra water on hot
days and for field trips.

v' Camp T-shirts- Campers will receive one t-shirt when the balance is paid for at least one
session of camp. This shirt should be worn on all trip days. Additional shirts may be
purchased for $10.

What NOT to Bring

e Money

e Valuables

e Toys

e Cell Phones

Lost and Found

At the end of each day, parents should check with their campers to ensure that they have all of their
belongings. There is a lost and found area under the pavilion where any recovered items will be
placed. The YMCA is not responsible for items that are left behind. All unclaimed articles will be
donated at the end of the summer.

Rainy Days

Depending on the severity of the weather conditions, we will follow a typical day schedule outside.
For sever heat and thunder and lightning conditions, children will engage in a variety of indoor
activities.




Arrival Procedures
Check-In is at 9:00am each morning. Please do not arrive early, as you will be required to wait until
9:00am. There are two options for drop-off:

v Valet Parking: Drive through the cones in the parking lot and a staff member will greet you
and your child, sign your child in, and escort them to the pavilion. There is no need for you
to park and get out of your car.

v’ Parking: Park and walk your camper to their group. Their counselor will have the sign-in
sheet.

Departure

Please indicate on the registration form the names of people allowed to pick up your child.
Counselors will ask for identification until they know you and the other people listed by sight. If
you need to have someone who is not listed to pick up your child, written, signed notice must be
given. The person listed will be asked to show a photo identification upon pick up.

If a parent has been denied access to a child by court order, the center needs to be given a copy of
this documentation and it will remain on file.

Release of Child
If the parent or person authorized to pick-up the child appears to be physically or emotionally
impaired to the extent that the welfare of the child is in danger the following steps will be taken:
1. The child will not be released to that person;
2. Staff members will try to contact alternate persons authorized to pick-up
3. If staff is unable to make alternate arrangements, a staff member will call the Division of
Youth and Family Services, 24-hour Child Abuse Hotline to seek assistance in caring for the
child.

Pre and Post Camp
The YMCA offered extended care hours: Pre Camp (7am-9am) and Post Camp (5pm-6:30pm). Your
child must be registered for the program to be dropped off before 9am or picked up after 5pm.

Late Pick Up Fee

If your child is not picked up by the end of the program in which they are registered, you will be

charged a late fee of $1 per minute and these procedures will be followed:

1. Child will be supervised at all times by at least 2 staff;

2. Staff members will attempt to contact parent or persons authorized to pick-up child;

3. Ifafter an hour no one can be contacted, the YMCA staff member will call the Division of Youth
and Family Services’ 24 hour Child Abuse Hotline (800) 792-8610 to seek assistance in caring
for the child until someone can be contacted to pick-up the child.

Field Trips

All field trips are optional and there is an additional trip fee. To guarantee your child’s seat on the
bus, you MUST register and pay at the Welcome Center by 10am on Monday morning. Campers
must wear their designated camp t-shirt on all field trips. All campers will receive one camp t-
shirt, additional shirts are available for $10 per shirt.

Spending Money
No additional spending money is required. If you choose to send money with your child, they
will be responsible for the money throughout the trip.



Children’'s Code of Conduct

The YMCA of Eastern Union County, Five Points Branch, works hard to create a positive atmosphere
with emphasis on the YMCA Four Core Values of Character Development: Caring, Honesty, Respect,
and Responsibility. Proper participation and conduct by each child is expected.

Caring Honesty
+ Be considerate of each other’s feelings. + Tell the truth to your parents, YMCA
+ Treat others as you would want to be staff, and other children.
treated. + Tell a staff member immediately if
+ No bullying. someone is making you feel
uncomfortable; example: upsetting or
bothering you.
+ Ask a staff member if you need help.
Respect Responsibility
+ Listen and follow directions. + Beresponsible for your actions.
+ Use calm and appropriate language and + Clean up after yourself.
tone of voice. + Tell a counselor if you feel sick.
+ Keep your hands and feet to yourself (No + Tell a counselor if you are hurt.
hitting, kicking, or fighting). + Do not bring toys, games, video games,
+ Use equipment correctly. trading cards or any other personal
+ No touching other children’s belongings. items that could get lost or damaged.

The Camp Staff will notify parents at pick up if their child does not follow the code of conduct. The
YMCA of Eastern Union County, Five Points Branch, will use the following procedure:

1. Participant receives a verbal warning. Staff and child discuss the incident together, to
ensure the child understands acceptable behavior. Staff will notify parents at pick-up in
reference to the incident.

2. Participant receives another verbal warning, as well as a written, follow up letter sent
home. Parents are notified at pick-up. Letters will become part of the child’s file.

3. [Ifanother incident occurs, child may be suspended for one to three days. Before or within
three days of returning to the program, parents, child, staff, and Director must meet
regarding the incident and a behavior plan.

4. If behavior continues, child will be suspended for up to one week.

5. Continuance of the behavior will result in termination of the program for the remainder of
the school year.
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pick-up and an automatic one day suspension. For the safety of the children and staff, The Five
Points Branch practices Zero Tolerance for any incide nt involving a weapon. Any Zero
Tolerance violation will result in immediate expulsion from the program. All suspensions will

be determined by the Camp Director, based on the severity of the incident.
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Health Procedures
The State Department of Licensing requires that:

1. Each child have a medical form completed by a parent or physician yearly and submitted prior
to admission (Immunization records must be included);

2. Children are not be sent to the program if they have any of the following symptoms: fever or
headache, rashes or inflamed skin, nausea or vomiting, abdominal pains, diarrhea, sore throat,
earache, inflammation of the eyes, enlarged glands, or persistent coughing.

3. If a child develops any of the above symptoms while in the YMCA'’s care, the parent will be
notified to have the child picked up. Doctor’s permission may be required for the child to
return to the program in some cases;

4. No medicine will be administered by staff.

If your child will not be attending the program please contact the YMCA at
(908) 688-9622 by 8:30 a.m.

Licensing Information B

Included on the medical form is a section entitted O0 AOI EOOET T &£ O %i AGCAT AU -
imperative that this area be signed so that in the event of an emergency situation we can obtain

medical treatment for your child.

Our program is licensed by the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services. In order to
maintain this licensing, there are certain standards with which our camp must comply

Violations of Standards: If you suspect our center may be in violation of licensing standards, you are
entitled to report them to the Bureau of Licensing. Of course, we would appreciate you bringing
these concerns to our attention too. Parents are also entitled to review the site’s copy of the
Inspection/Violation Report issued after the inspection of the site.

DYFS Investigation: Our center must cooperate with all DYFS inspections and/or investigations.
DYFS staff may interview both staff members and children.

Anyone who has reasonable cause to believe that an enrolled child has been or is being subjected to
any form of hitting, corporal punishment, abusive language, ridicule, harsh, humiliating or
frightening treatment, or any other kind of child abuse, neglect or exploitation by an adult, whether
working at the center or not, is required by state law to report the concern immediately to the
Division of Youth and Family Services Office of Child Abuse Control, Toll-Free at (800) 792-85610,
or to any District Office. Such reports may be made anonymously.

We are required to have certain paperwork on file for each child prior to their beginning the
program. Please understand that no child may attend camp, under any circumstances, if this
paperwork is missing. This paperwork includes: registration form, persons authorized to pick-up
child, emergency information, permission for emergency care, permission for field trips, current
medical form, and record of immunizations.



License Display

A copy of our current license must be posted in a prominent location at our site. An information
board will have the license, diagram of rooms and areas approved for use and emergency exits;
emergency numbers, daily schedule and rules posted.

Information to be reported to the Division of Youth & Family Services
Verbally within 24 hours:

1.

A

7.

Injury or illness that results in the admittance to a hospital or death of a child.

Occurrence of a reportable disease.

Change in use by other occupants of a multi-use building in which center is located.
Permanent closing of the center.

Damage to premises of the center caused by fire, accident or the elements.

Proposed use of emergency space including use of rooms not approved by local municipal
officials or the Bureau.

Any criminal conviction(s) or guilty plea(s) of the sponsors, director, or any staff member.

Verbally within 3 working days:

1.
2.

Any change in information previously submitted to the Bureau on the application.
The center must then complete an amended license application form and submit it within
30 calendar days of the change.

We hope this handbook will be a useful guide as you prepare your child for
his/her best summer ever. If you have any additional questions, please contact,
Danielle Bair, Camp Director at 908-688-9622 or dbair@ymcaeuc.org.
We'll see you this summer!
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